SPIRITUAL GIFTS DISCOVERY DESCRIPTIONS

ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP:

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the body
of Christ to understand clearly the immediate & long-range goals of a
particular unit of the body of Christ and to devise and execute
effective plans for the accomplishment of those goals.

This gift is a leadership gift and is often characterized by people
who lead the body by steering others to remain on task. These
people generally are concerned with the details of how to accomplish
tasks, and tend to be masters at delegating specific tasks to other
people according to their gifts and talents.

Scriptures: Luke 14:28-30; Acts 6:1-7; 1 Corinthians 12:28; Titus 1:5

APOSTLESHIP:

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body
of Christ that enables them to assume and exercise helpful
leadership over a number of churches in spiritual matters, which is
spontaneously recognized and appreciated by those churches. The
Bible calls many others, beyond the Twelve and Paul, apostles:
James (Gal 1:19), Barnabas (Acts 14:4, 14), Epaphroditus (Phil
2:25), Silas and Timothy (1 Thes 1:1, 2:6), Andronicas and Junia
(Rom 16:7), and others (1 Cor 15:5, 7; 2 Cor 8:23; 11:13).

This gift is a leadership gift and is in continuing need today for the
strengthening of churches and the establishment of new churches.
This gift should be looked for in regional directors, church planters,
and denominational leaders.

Scriptures: 1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 2:20; 4:11

RECOGNIZING WHAT IS OF GOD:

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body
of Christ to know with assurance whether certain behavior purported
to be of God is in reality divine, human, or Satanic.

This gift is a practical gift. Christians with this gift can recognize
the true motives of people and also recognize when a person is
distorting the truth or communicating error. This person often can
recognize when Satan or other evil spirits are at work in a given
person or situation.

Scriptures: Matthew 16:21-23; Acts 5:1-11; 16:16-18; 17:11-16;
1 Corinthians 12:10; Hebrews 5:14; 1 John 4:1-6

ENCOURAGEMENT:

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body
of Christ to minister words of comfort, consolation, encouragement,
and counsel to other members of the Body in such a way that they
feel helped and healed.

This gift is a communication gift. Those who use this gift within a
teaching or ministry situation are often driven to give practical
application to their insights. Often, those gifted in this gift desire step-
by-step plans of action to help others mature in Christ. Encouragers
often find it natural to discover insights from personal experience
when validated and amplified in Scripture.

Scripture: Luke 3:16-18; Acts 11:23; 14:22; Romans 12:8;
1 Timothy 4:12; 5:1; Hebrews 10:25

EVANGELISM:

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body
of Christ to readily share the gospel with unbelievers in such a way

that men and women often become Jesus’ disciples and responsible
members of the Body of Christ.

This gift is a practical gift. While the task of evangelism is an
important spiritual exercise that all Christians should be involved
with, God gifts certain members with an ability to have unusual
sensitivity to when someone is ready to accept Christ, and will
generally have greater success in leading people to Christ than other
Christians. People with this gift should be active in training others to
share their faith.

Scriptures: Acts 8:5-6, 26-40; Ephesians 4:11-14; 2 Timothy 4.5.

FAITH:

The special ability that God gives certain members of the Body of
Christ to discern with extraordinary confidence the will and purposes
of God for His work.

This gift is a practical gift. Those with this gift often scare other
people with their confidence. People with this gift are often very
irritated by criticism, as they consider it to be criticism against God
and His will. Probably the biggest danger for those with this gift is
that they often try to project their gift onto other people.

Scriptures: Acts 11:22-24; 27:21-25; Romans 4:18-21; 1 Corinthians
12:9; Hebrews 11.

GENEROSITY:

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body
of Christ to contribute their material resources to the work of the Lord
with liberality and cheerfulness.

This gift is a practical gift. While all Christians should practice the
discipline of giving through the minimum of 10% (tithe), God gifts
certain members of the body to give remarkably greater amounts of
their income with liberality and great joy. These people have an acute
awareness that all they have belongs to the Lord and they are merely
stewards, therefore they know that God will supply their needs and
richly bless them in their giving.

Scriptures: Matthew 6:2-4; Mark 12:41-44; Romans 12:8;
1 Corinthians 13:3; 2 Corinthians 8:1-7; 9:2-8; Philippians 4:14-19

HEALING:

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body
of Christ to serve as human intermediaries through whom God cures
illness and restores health apart from the use of natural means.

This gift is a sign gift. Many attribute the occurrence of
supernatural healing to a certain level of faith. Those who have this
gift must use it knowing that the healing only occurs within the limits
of God’s will, and therefore miraculous healing will not always occur.
Those with this gift must also recognize that God does often choose
to use medical science to bring about healing in a person, therefore
doctors and medicine are not obsolete. Miraculous healing will only
occur if it will bring the greatest glory to God and effectively grow His
church.

Scripture: Acts 3:1-10; 5:12-16; 9:32-35; 28:7-10; 1 Cor 12:9, 28

HELPING:

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body
of Christ to invest the talents they have in the life and ministry of
other members of the Body, thus enabling those others to increase
the effectiveness of their own spiritual gifts.



This gift is a practical gift. People with this gift often enjoy doing
routine tasks in order to free others to do the ministry God has called
them to do. People with this gift are often not looking for recognition
for the work they do.

Scriptures: Mark 15:40-41; Luke 8:2-3; Acts 9:36; Romans 16:1-2;
1 Corinthians 12:28; 2 Timothy 1:16-18

STUDYING THE BIBLE:

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body
of Christ to discover, accumulate, analyze, & clarify information &
ideas that are pertinent to the well-being of the Body.

This gift is a practical gift. Those with this gift are at home in a
book or studying and will often spend countless hours researching
information. These people are interested in ideas and problem
solving through gathering information and studying. Often, those with
this gift have a low need for people. On rare occasions, people with
this gift will gather vast amounts of information through studying and
analyzing personal experience, but the primary method of learning
with this gift is reading and studying books and other written
materials.

Scriptures: Luke 1:1-4; Acts 5:1-11; 1 Corinthians 2:14; 12:8;
2 Corinthians 11:6; Colossians 1:10; 2:2-3; 1 Timothy 2:15

MOTIVATIONAL LEADERSHIP:

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body
of Christ to set goals in accordance with God's purpose for the future
and to communicate these goals to others in such a way that they
voluntarily and harmoniously work together to accomplish those
goals for the glory of God.

This gift is a leadership gift. People with this gift are often focused
on the greater goal of the group & are not overly con-cerned with
details. Leaders delegate tasks and details to others to accomplish
the greater goal. Leaders are visionaries. Leaders have followers-a
visionary without followers is not a leader.

Scriptures: Luke 9:51; Acts 6:1-7; 15:7-11; Romans 12:8; 1 Timothy
5:17; Hebrews 13:17

MERCY & COMPASSION:

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body
of Christ to feel genuine empathy and compassion for individuals
(both Christian and non-Christian) who suffer from distressing
physical, mental, or emotional problems, and to translate that
compassion into cheerfully done deeds that reflect Christ's love and
alleviate the suffering.

This gift is a practical gift. Those with this gift find themselves
visiting and assisting those in need, and often feel the pain of the
person they are helping within themselves. People with this gift find it
extremely difficult not to help those who seem less fortunate. Those
with this gift generally enjoy helping those with physical or mental
problems and do well in ministries involving visiting hospitals, nursing
homes, prisons, and shut-ins.

Scriptures: Matthew 20:29-34; 25:24-40; Mark 9:41; Luke 10:33-35;
Acts 11:28-30; 16:33-34; Romans 12:8; Jude 22-23

NURTURING OTHERS’ GROWTH:

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body
of Christ to assume a long-term personal responsibility for the
welfare of a group of believers."

This gift is a leadership gift. This gift is often called "pastor,"
however, that name has a connotation of a specific position in the
church. In actuality, when pastors have this gift, their ability to
continue sustained growth in their churches is greatly diminished, as
they tend to require a certain level of interaction with every member
of their congregation. Those with this gift have a great need for long-
term relationships. They will sacrificially give themselves to other
people in such a way that they are built-up in their faith. They take
personal responsibility for the successes and failures of those in the
group that they invest themselves in.

Scriptures: John 10:1-18; Ephesians 4:11-14; 1 Timothy 3:1-7;
1 Peter 5:1-4.

PROPHECY:

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body
of Christ to receive and communicate an immediate message of God
to His people with authority and urgency perceived by the hearers.

This gift is a communication gift. Those with the gift of prophecy
will often feel as though they have a direct word from God that will
comfort, encourage, guide, warn, or rebuke the Body of Christ.
Prophets are concerned about evangelism and will have a desire to
speak strongly against evil in society or in the church. Prophets have
a great sense of urgency to their message. Unless paired with the
gifts of exhortation or teaching, prophets will often not feel the need
to explain their message, but will expect immediate response. The
message of a prophet must always be tested in line with Scripture.
Prophets would be wise to test their message against Scripture prior
to delivering the message, and using Scriptural precedent in delivery
of their message.

Scripture: Luke 7:26; Acts 15:32; 21:9-11; Romans 12:6;
1 Corinthians 12:10, 28; 14:3, 24-25, 29, 36-38; Ephesians 4:11-14

TEACHING:

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body
of Christ to communicate information relevant to the health and
ministry of the Body and its members in such a way that others will
learn.

This gift is a communication gift. People with the gift of teaching
enjoy studying the Bible and related materials in order to
communicate what they have learned to other Christians. Those with
this gift find it easy to organize vast amounts of information in such a
way as to make it easy to communicate, understand, and remember.
Scriptures: Matthew 7:28-29; 28:19-20; Acts 15:32; Romans 12:6;

1 Corinthians 12:10, 28; Ephesians 4:11-14

SPEAKING GOD’S TRUTH:

The special ability that God gives to certain members of the Body
of Christ to know how given knowledge may best be applied to
specific needs arising in the Body of Christ.

This gift is a practical gift. Those with this gift have an excellent
ability to apply spiritual truth to everyday life. Often, people in the
church naturally seek out people with this gift when they are facing
complicated spiritual problems. When a person with this gift
considers past experience, they realize that they often make good
and correct decisions and judgements.

Scriptures: Proverbs 4:5-8; Acts 6:3, 10; 15:13-20; 20:20-21;
Romans 12:17; 1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11-14; Colossians
1:28



